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xXx xXx xXx. SF writer Aaron McGruder has a new article up at The Root
attacking Oakland for its “sugary, violent” coffee shops. The root of the

problem? Too many kids raising their caffeine levels with cheap designer
sodas. I have deep respect for Aaron McGruder because of the work he’s

done challenging poverty through work and art. I was also fond of his
introspective work on Knocked Up and What the Bleep Do We Know. My

work led me to thinking about his often stated goal of living in Berkeley and I
try to imagine a world that includes Aaron, my family, my neighbors, and

children at all ages as they play in the world of children. A picture of Aaron
as an 11-year old. A picture of an older Aaron. I think of our wonderful

children in this world and what our Berkeley has to offer in terms of creative
work. If you are a curious child and very talented with your hands, you can
come to us to become a Berkeley teacher. You don’t have to worry about a

budget, I assure you! Yes, Berkeley is famous for its backyard swimming
pools, but it has many other unique aspects that are worth sharing. Our
schools are wonderfully progressive in terms of quality of the arts, K-12

students have a wonderful relationship to nature, and our classrooms are
rich in creative thought. There are all kinds of advantages to living in a city

(especially a college town, which we are). But there are also all kinds of
disadvantages to living in a city. The variety of people also means that you
have to be careful you don’t end up living in a bubble of your own making

that is unproductive or even awful. I think that this is very important to
remember. There is no one way to live life, but we can learn from each

other. I hope Berkeley will continue to be the example of what is possible.
Back to Aaron, I feel that I need to now lay out my argument against him. I

think that McGruder is writing this article because he feels that people
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Belden, Minn. Her mother found out she was adopted before she could be
born, and raised the baby to be private and headstrong. “I knew that she
would never tell me,” said deGooyer, speaking of her birth mother, Mary
Agnes deGooyer (nee Herold). “I knew it even before I was born.” Molly

never said a word about the situation. She filled out college applications and
began her life as Molly Agnes Herold, never knowing the secret of her life.
Molly deGooyer was born on Aug. 14, 1930, on a farm near North Belden,
Minn., to unmarried parents. (Courtesy photo) “If my parents hadn’t been

married, it would be different,” deGooyer said in an interview years after her
birth mother died. “Because if they had been married, she would have told

me about it. They weren’t married. I don’t know why my father wasn’t
married. I would love to know.” Molly was raised on the third of three Herold
farms the family owned, in North Belden, Minn. The family also had a brick
and tile manufacturing business in New Ulm, Minn. “I don’t remember the

farmhouse, but I remember the factory,” deGooyer said. “I was raised by the
people who worked for me and in the factory. I was told to respect my

parents, but I don’t remember
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