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Category:Product key detection Category:Data security Category:Home computer hardwareI’m looking for the words, the
proper tone and timbre to pick up the pieces and begin again. Mothers are famous for their welcoming arms. But I’m not a

mother—a “mother” of any kind—not anymore. Two-and-a-half weeks ago, in the hospital, the neonatologist warned me that
my daughter would be born with an extensive birth defect. He told me she was the only one in the intensive care unit who had it.
She was going to need surgery and rounds of medical care, but if she lived, she would be a miracle. I wasn’t surprised. We knew
it was coming. After all, she was born with holes in both ears. But she was also born without the ability to breathe or swallow on
her own. As long as I am there she can barely move a muscle on her own. It’s like I’m not even in the room when she’s awake.
When I go to speak to her she doesn’t respond. When I nurse her, she cries. Her cries are not her own, I’m afraid, but I’m not
certain. I know they’re at least an approximation of my own. She can’t nurse. If she doesn’t drink through a tube and inhale

formula directly, she will die. I didn’t expect this. We had never discussed the possibility of this. Her father and I had always
presumed that she would grow up healthy. And most importantly, we had always imagined her living a normal life. That’s what
we were given. We brought her into the world and a motherhood was assumed. We were our son’s parents. We were going to
have a daughter of our own. A boy. We’d have a family. I am not a mother. We brought her into the world and a motherhood

was assumed. We were going to have a daughter of our own. A boy. We’d have a family. I am not a mother. My son has been a
constant since her birth. He cries for me and spends long hours in my arms. He says, “Mommy! Mommy!” over and over
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